Representations
Guidance Notes
The Licensing Act 2003 is the law relating to the sale and supply of alcohol, late night refreshment, regulated entertainment and private members and social clubs.

The system is the responsibility of the local council who deal with applications for licences and the regulation of licensed premises to ensure that none of the licensing objectives are adversely affected.
The four licensing objectives are:

· The Prevention of Public Nuisance

· Public Safety

· The Prevention of Crime and Disorder

· The Protection of Children from Harm

One of the main aims of the licensing system is the introduction of more proportionate regulations to give businesses greater freedom and flexibility to meet customers’ expectations, for example by extending or altering opening hours. The new system also aims to provide the necessary protection of local residents whose lives can be blighted by disturbance and anti-social behaviour associated with those visiting licensed premises.

This Guidance Note is designed to assist those people who feel they may be adversely affected by a licensing application to make representations to the Licensing Authority and to assist those people who are adversely affected by the operation of a licensed premises to seek a review of the licence.

Representations

People will be made aware of applications through notices displayed at the premises in question, through notices displayed in the local newspaper and through notices posted on the Council Website (www.nelincs.gov.uk/licensing).  These notices must include relevant information including time limits for representations to be made and of where the full application details can be viewed.

In most cases representations must be made within 28 days of the application being made.

Representations must not be frivolous or vexatious and must be relevant to at least one of the four licensing objectives:

· The Prevention of Public Nuisance

· Public Safety

· The Prevention of Crime and Disorder

· The Protection of Children from Harm

If you wish to make a representation in relation to a licence application you should contact the Council’s Licensing Section and obtain the appropriate form.  Contact details are provided at the end of this Guidance Note.

If a relevant representation is made, unless any agreement can be reached beforehand, a hearing of the council’s licensing sub-committee will be held to consider the representation. At this hearing relevant parties will be invited to comment on the representation made. The interested party may choose to rely on their written representation if they so wish.

After consideration the licensing sub-committee may:

· Grant the application
· Amend the application to promote the licensing objectives
· Reject the application
If you wish to withdraw any representations you may do so confirming this in writing, providing you do so no later than 24 hours before any hearing, or otherwise orally at the hearing.

Reviews

If any person, body or business considers that the operation of a licensed premises is adversely affecting one or more of the licensing objectives they may apply to review the licence.

Applications to review must be made to the Council’s Licensing Section on a specific form (available from the Licensing Section).  On the same day as this form is sent to the Licensing Section, a copy must also be sent to all the Responsible Authorities and the premises licence holder or Members Club. (Address details are provided at the end of this Guidance Note).
Once the Licensing Section has received the application for review it will advertise it at the premises on the website and on central public notice boards for a 28 day period, so as to invite any relevant representations about the review application from other people, bodies, businesses or responsible authorities and the premises licence holder or Members Club. 
The application for review will be rejected by the Licensing Authority if it is considered to be frivolous, vexatious or repetitious

At the end of the 28 days allowed for representations a sub committee hearing will consider the review application and any relevant representations.

After consideration the sub-committee may:

· Take no action
· Amend the Licence to promote the licensing objectives

· Suspend the licence for up to 3 months

· Revoke the licence

· Issue informal warnings or guidance about the future operation of the premises.
Appeals

A right of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court is provided for the applicant against a decision by the Licensing Authority.

Sending Review Applications

For premises within North East Lincolnshire applications should be sent to: 

The Licensing Manager

Licensing Section
Thrunscoe Centre

Highgate

Cleethorpes

North East Lincolnshire

DN35 8NX

Copies must also be sent to each of the following Responsible Authorities at the same time:

	1. The Licensing Department

Humberside Police

The Elms

22 Abbey Road

Grimsby

DN32 0HW


	2. Fire Safety – Technical

Humberside Fire & Rescue Service

Peaks Lane,

Grimsby

North East Lincolnshire 

DN32 9RS

	For privately owned properties

3a Divisional Manager (Commercial)

North East Lincolnshire Council

Environmental Health Department

Thrunscoe Centre

Highgate 

Cleethorpes 

DN35 8NX 

NB Applicants should check to confirm the relevant enforcing authority for the Health and Safety at Work etc., Act 1974 before sending their form)

	For local authority owned properties

3b The Health and Safety Executive

Edgar Allen House

241 Glossop Road

Sheffield

S10 2GW



	4. Trading Standards Manager

North East Lincolnshire Council

Trading Standards Department

Thrunscoe Centre

Highgate 

Cleethorpes 

DN35 8NX 


	5. Pollution Control Officer

North East Lincolnshire Council

Neighbourhood Services Department

Acorn Business Park
Unit 5, Moss Road

Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire DN32 0LT

	6. Service Manager

Child Protection and Planning Service

Second Floor

Freeman House

Freeman Way

Grimsby

North East Lincolnshire

DN32 7AU


	7. Searches Officer

Planning (Development Control)

North East Lincolnshire Council

Origin One

1 Origin Way

Europarc

Grimsby

DN37 9TZ



	8. Quentin Dowse
Associate Director

Drug and Alcohol Action Team

Public Health Department

North East Lincolnshire Care Trust Plus

Athena Building

5 Saxon Court

Gilbey Road

Grimsby

DN31 2UJ

	


(NB if the application relates to a Vessel, applicants should contact the Licensing Section to discuss relevant responsible authority details).

Contact

Application Forms, General Enquiries

and Copies of the Statement of Licensing Policy
The Licensing Manager

Licensing Section

Thrunscoe Centre

Highgate

Cleethorpes

North East Lincolnshire

DN35 8NX

Tel: 01472 324770
Email: licensing@nelincs.gov.uk
Or to download Application Forms, General Enquiries

and Copies of the Statement of Licensing Policy:

www.nelincs.gov.uk/licensing
This leaflet has been made as comprehensive as possible. However, in attempting to simplify the law, certain requirements have been omitted. Full details of what you must do are contained within the legislation.

Laws can and do change. This information was accurate when produced, but may have changed since. We must advise that only the courts can give an authoritative opinion of statute law. If in doubt you are strongly recommended to take your own independent legal advice.
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