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Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 23rd November, 2011,

at Western Technology School

Minutes
Present:  Leo Solomon (Chair); Anne Munro; Debbie Newton; Shereen Alankar; Margaret Solomon;; Councillor John Colebrook; Marcus Czarnecki, Dennis Moore; Paul Thompson; Surinder Kurana; Jill Hetherington; 
Apologies:
Greg Marsden, Katherine Bruning, Liz Hudson

	Item
	Subject
	Action

	1
	Welcome, apologies and introductions

As above.

	

	2
	Minutes of the meeting held 14th June and matters arising
LS asked for the 4th paragraph on 2nd sheet wording to be altered to read that LS and DN would meet on 24th June.

DN proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and correct record.  SK seconded

There was a discussion on the £5,000 funding previously allocated to SACRE.  AM confirmed that no funding had as yet been identified.

JH confirmed that he had checked the SACRE website and found that the link from the NELC website was not working.  JH to progress with Peter Ashworth.

AM to keep the group updated on any changes to legislation but stated that the LA remains responsible for accountability. JC to raise with Tony Hunter.


	MB

JH
JC



	3
	SACRE 2011-2012: relationship with Serco

AM explained that the Strategic Partner would support NEL in the discharge of its duties with regard to SACRE; an annual schedule of meetings would be drawn up and subject advice would be offered.  DN would continue to work as an associate for 2 days per term to attend meetings, provide professional advice and continue to have a termly meeting with each school.  Serco would broker the service to schools.   JH would be the strategic lead for Serco.

The Serco contract with the LA is as a Strategic Partner to provide School Improvement support to schools and strategically manage the SEN Service.   National Strategy monies had now finished and the associated services have either ceased to exist or are traded with schools.
DN thought that all Academies were expected to follow the agreed syllabus but could opt out if part of a religious group.  JH to check.


	JH



	4


	Agreed Syllabus – update on progress (Debbie Newton)
DN confirmed that every school (including Catholic and Academies) had been given a copy of the agreed syllabus.  Two evenings of delivery were offered and she had visited six schools for staff meetings; several more schools had been visited for meetings with co-ordinators.  The current syllabus is on a CD.

Since that time, in conjunction with Hull and East Riding, DN had written KS3 materials which will be made available to schools and she was also working on building up resources.  
DN alerted the group to the outstanding invoice for £3k which was shared between Hull, East Riding, North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire for work on the agreed syllabus.  The final invoice had not been received.

AM stated that if the costs were agreed by the LA then she would alert them that a commitment had been made. 

	

	5

	New Ofsted framework – Key Areas for SACRE (Jill Hetherington)
Extracts from the draft framework for school inspections were circulated, highlighting areas relevant to RE and spiritual, moral and cultural development where the work of SACRE could have impact.
This showed criteria against which schools will be inspected from January 2012 when the bill has been passed; there were 4 key judgements.  

	

	6

	Development Plan (Draft) for 2011-2012
DN stated that she had looked at what SACRE was already doing and then looked at what the priorities should be.  The next stage would be to look at what can be delivered; the next phase of the Development Plan would be shorter, but would be deliverable.
A copy was circulated and the group were asked to read it and give feedback to DN.  The group would look at it again at the next meeting in February.

PT stated that the group needed an idea from Serco on budget and capacity available.  

PT to attend co-ordinator meetings.

AM to explore the possibility of circulating a newsletter.

	

	7

	Any Other Business

LS asked for a letter of thanks to be sent to Ann Harriman for her work with SACRE.  
Ofsted documents to be circulated with minutes.
It was agreed that at future meetings hard copy of minutes would not be circulated but would be projected onto the screen.

There was a discussion on future members of the group.  JH to follow up.

AM suggested different venues for future meetings. MC suggested that the Elms could be used.

	JH

	8
	Date of next meeting

2pm on Tuesday, 21st February in the Western Conference Room.

	








