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NORTH EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL 
LAW AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 

 
Scrutiny call-in mechanism on Cabinet/Portfolio 

Holder decisions 
 
 
Date 
 

9/12/20 

Cabinet Item (title) 
 
 

GREATER LINCOLNSHIRE JOINT STRATEGIC 
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

Decision Notice 
No. 

DN.69 

Reason(s) for Call-
in 
 
 
 
 

Proposed body excludes existing District level authorities, 
potentially harming the NELC relationship with other local 
authorities in the Greater Lincolnshire area that we should 
be working in partnership with 

Desired outcome 
for Call-in 
 
 
 
 

That any such body will invite as equal partners, the 
attendance of all existing District tier authorities as well as 
the Unitary and County levels 

Intended 
Recommendation 
to Cabinet 
 
 
 

That the proposed body in question invites no less than all 
Unitary, County and District authorities currently in 
operation in the Greater Lincolnshire area to be members. 

Details of 
estimated/actual 
cost  
 
 
 

Neutral 

To be referred to 
which Scrutiny 
meeting?  

Economy 

 
SIGNATURES OF TWO MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
 
(signature)      (printed name) 
 
(1)   Email     Matthew Patrick  
 
(2)   Email     Jane Hyldon-King  
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NORTH EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL 
LAW AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 

 
Notes on Scrutiny call-in mechanism on Cabinet/Portfolio Holder decisions 
 
1 A Decision Notice of a Cabinet/Portfolio Holder meeting or a key decision made by an officer with 

delegated authority from the Cabinet will be published within two working days of the meeting/decision 
and will be sent to all Members of the Council with a copy of this form.   That notice will include the date 
on which it is published and will specify that the decision will come into force, and may then be 
implemented, on the expiry of five working days after the publication of the decision, unless any two 
Members of the Council object to it and call it in. 

 
2 The notice must be signed by any two Members of the Council (including co-opted members provided the 

Proposal relates to their area of responsibility) and must give reasons for the suspension and referral of 
the decision to Scrutiny. 

 
3 The notice must be received by the Chief Executive no later than 4.00 p.m. on the fifth working day after 

publication of the Decision Notice, and must specify the item reference number in question and indicate 
which Scrutiny meeting the matter will go to with reasons for preference.  The Chief Executive will 
adjudicate on allocation to the appropriate Scrutiny meeting and the decision-taker shall be notified of the 
call-in.   

 
4 A maximum period of 28 days will be set for scrutiny to hear a call-in following receipt of notice.  Having 

considered the decision in question, the Scrutiny Panel must resolve either to: 
 

(i) free the decision for implementation (the decision shall take effect on the date of the relevant 
Panel meeting); 

(ii) refer it back to the decision making person or body with a recommendation for amendment; or 
 (iii) refer the decision to the Council for approval. 
 
5 If referred back to the decision making person or body, they shall reconsider within a further four weeks 

before adopting a final decision.  If decision making person or body resolve to accept the 
recommendations of the Scrutiny Panel, the decision may be implemented as amended.  Otherwise the 
decision must be referred either back to Cabinet or Council, together with the recommendation of the 
Scrutiny Panel for determination. 

 
6 If the matter was referred to full Council and the Council does not object to the decision which has been 

made, then no further action is necessary and the decision shall take effect on the date of the Council 
meeting.  However, if the Council does object it has no power to make decisions in respect of a Cabinet 
decision unless it is contrary to the policy framework, or contrary to or not wholly consistent with the 
budget.  Unless that is the case, the Council will refer any decision to which it objects back to the decision 
making person or body, together with the Council's views on the decision.  That decision making body or 
person shall choose whether to amend the decision or not before reaching a final decision and 
implementing it.  Where a decision was taken by the Cabinet as a whole, a meeting will be convened to 
reconsider within four weeks of the Council request.  Where the decision was made by an individual, the 
individual will also reconsider within four weeks of the Council request. 

 
7 The call-in procedure set out above shall not apply where the decision taken by the Cabinet is urgent.  A 

decision will be urgent if any delay likely to be caused by the call in process would seriously prejudice the 
Council's or the community's best interests.  The record of the decision, and notice by which it is made 
public shall state whether in the opinion of the decision making person or body, the decision is an urgent 
one and the reason for this, and therefore not subject to call-in.  The Leader and Deputy Leader of the 
Council must agree both that the decision proposed is reasonable in all the circumstances and to it being 
treated as a matter of urgency.  In the absence of the Leader and/or Deputy Leader, the head of paid 
service (Chief Executive) or his/her nominee's consent shall be required.  In all cases, the Cabinet will be 
required to consult with the Chair of the relevant functional Scrutiny Panel  to satisfy that person that 
urgency is justified.  In the absence of the Chair of the relevant functional Panel, a Chair of another Panel 
shall be consulted.  Decisions taken as a matter of urgency must be reported to the next available meeting 
of the Council, together with the reasons for urgency. 

 
8 The operation of the provisions relating to call-in and urgency shall be monitored annually, and a report 

submitted to Council with proposals for review if necessary. 


