PUBLIC NOTICE

Outcome of the Parish Council Community Governance Review Undertaken by North East Lincolnshire Council

North East Lincolnshire Council has conducted a Community Governance Review of all parish and town councils in North East Lincolnshire under the provisions of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007.

At the meetings of Council on 14th December 2023 and 14th March 2024, Elected Members made the following decisions:

Council - 14th December 2023

· That, with the exception of Immingham Town Council, Barnoldby Le Beck Parish Council and Waltham Parish Council, the governance, and electoral arrangements of all of the current parish councils in North East Lincolnshire remain unchanged.

· That no new parish or town councils be established in North East Lincolnshire at this time.

· That, for Immingham Town Council, no change be made to the existing governance and electoral arrangements, with the exception of the Town Council Wards which will be changed from the current three Town Wards to a North and South Town Ward split along Pelham Road, with 7 Town Councillors representing the North Town Ward and 8 Town Councillors representing the South Town Ward.  These changes will be implemented with effect from the next full Immingham Town Council elections in May 2027.

Reasons for Decision:
· The feedback to the consultation process showed that there was no need to change the electoral or governance arrangements for any of the current parish councils except for Immingham Town Council, or Barnoldby Le Beck and Waltham Parish Councils.

· Immingham Town Council had an electoral imbalance between the Town Wards and no change was not an option.  The suggested Town Ward proposal from Immingham Town Council was supported by those who responded to the consultation.

Council - 14th March 2024

· To support option 2 (move five properties from Waltham parish to Barnoldby Le Beck parish) for the proposed new parish boundary between Waltham and Barnoldby Le Beck parish councils, with Bradley Road made the new parish boundary with effect from the May 2027 parish council elections.


Reasons for Decision:
· Bradley Road would be a clearly defined boundary line between the two parishes, which was a requirement of the guidance from the Secretary of State and Local Government Boundary Commission for England in 2010.

· It would cause less disruption to residents of both parishes, with only 5  properties moving parish.

· Removing 71 out of 186 properties from Barnoldby Le Beck parish for option 3 could have a considerable impact on the viability of the parish and, in particular, its finances.

The Communities Scrutiny Panel conducted the review on behalf of Full Council in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and the Government’s guidance on conducting community governance reviews.

In considering the results of the consultation and formulating recommendations, Members have ensured that the proposed community governance arrangements within the area under review are reflective of the identities and interests of the community in that area; and are effective and convenient.

Key considerations taken into account in conducting the review include:

· The impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion.

· The size, population and boundaries of local communities or parishes.

· The proposed arrangements reflecting the distinctive and recognisable communities of interest with their own sense of identity.

· The degree to which the proposals offer a sense of place and identify for residents.

The Council has taken account of the feedback from all stages of public consultation and has noted the existing arrangements in place for community representation and community engagement, together with the extent to which they create opportunities for engagement and empowerment in local communities.

The Assistant Director Law and Governance has now made the North East Lincolnshire Council (Reorganisation of Community Governance) Order to implement the above changes agreed by Council following the second and third consultation phases.  This Order is available for inspection from the Elections Team at the Municipal Offices, Town Hall Square, Grimsby.

The Electoral Registration Officer has been requested to incorporate the changes to Immingham Town Ward boundaries and Barnoldby Le Beck and Waltham parish boundaries into the electoral registers to be published on 1st December 2026.

Furthermore, the Returning Officer will implement the changes to the parish boundaries at the next full Town and Parish Council elections, currently scheduled for  May 2027.
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