NOTE THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION AT THE
NEXT MEETING OF THIS COMMITTEE

TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS’ LIAISON COMMITTEE

24t October 2024

Present: Councillor Bright, Dawkins, Hudson and S Swinburn.

J Stansfield Barnoldby Le Beck Parish Council

J Bratton Barnoldby Le Beck Parish Council

A Moss Waltham Parish Council

D Poucher New Waltham Parish Council (in the
Chair)

D Raper New Waltham Parish Council

P Fieldgate Healing Parish Council

B Barford Laceby Parish Council

D Johnson Laceby Parish Council

T Crofts Stallingborough Parish Council

Also in attendance:

Sgt Katie Call — Humberside Police

Tom Clay — ERNLLCA

Tanya Kuzemczak — Waltham Parish Council Clerk

Paul Windley — Democratic and Scrutiny Team Manager (North East Lincolnshire
Council)

LM.11 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence from this meeting were received from Councillor
Holland (North East Lincolnshire Council), Councillor Pettigrew (North
East Lincolnshire Council) and from Immingham Town Council.

LM.12 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest by any Committee Member in
respect of items on the agenda for this meeting.

LM.13  MINUTES

The minutes of the Town and Parish Council Liaison Committee held
on 11 July 2024 were approved as a correct record.



LM.14

LM.15

LM.16

POLICING MATTERS

The committee received an update from Humberside Police on policing
matters within the Borough.

Sgt Call noted, as an assurance, that Humberside Police had received
three “outstanding” gradings across eight areas of core policing - the
highest out of any other force in the UK, in its latest inspection. She
noted that inquisitive crime was on the increase and asked everyone to
be vigilant. The police were also trying to tackle an increase in rural
crime, mainly around poaching offences. Sgt Call urged the reporting
of crimes so that resources could be allocated accordingly.

Councillors Bratton and Stansfield raised concerns about increased
burglaries in Barnoldby Le Beck and requested a meeting with the
police to further discuss this as they felt that they were not currently
being listened to. Sgt Call agreed to further discuss this matter after
the meeting.

Councillor Raper enquired about the seizing of electric scooters. Sgt
Call responded that the police were aware of the issues caused by
electric scooters and their policy was to educate first prior to seizing if
the matter persisted.

RESOLVED - That the update be noted.

CONSULTATIONS

The committee received an update on current consultations being
conducted by North East Lincolnshire Council.

RESOLVED - That the update be noted.

HIGHWAYS/TRAFFIC UPDATE

The committee received an update on highways/traffic matters.

In the absence of highways officers, Mr Windley noted that the
Transport and Traffic Manager would pick up any parish issues in his
regular catchups. However, he did highlight that requests for minor
LTP scheme projects were currently being reviewed and a list of
schemes would be sent to the portfolio holder for consideration later
this month. Town, Parish and Village Councils who had put in a
request would then be advised on next steps. If parishes were
made aware of any traffic or road safety issues then they could be
reported via the traffic@nelincs.gov.uk inbox.

RESOLVED - That the update be noted.


mailto:traffic@nelincs.gov.uk

LM.17

ISSUES RAISED BY TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS

The committee considered the following issue raised by Waltham
Parish Council.

To request an agenda item to hear how North East Lincolnshire Council
deal with requests for the removal of abandoned vehicles.

“Our Chair has experienced some difficulties reporting a SORN vehicle
on 313131. It was passed to parking enforcement after his phone call
but subsequently a letter has arrived in the post to say that unless 4
photographs are provided within a time limit it will be assumed that the
matter is resolved. The concern is that many residents would not have
the equipment or capability to send photographs to NELC, and a
discussion around this may be helpful to parishes.”

Mr Windley reported that the online form had been reviewed and there
was no requirement for photographs to be submitted to enable a report
to be made. The council dealt with several hundred reports of
abandoned vehicles per year. Not all of these were subsequently
identified as abandoned, especially where they held a current MOT,
insurance and appeared to be in a roadworthy condition. Most checks
were undertaken in the office to ensure best use of resource, hence the
request for photos if available. Vehicles which were parked illegally,
blocking access or junctions or which were broken down were the
responsibility of the police who had power to remove and fine drivers.
Should enquiries identify the vehicle as being abandoned, a legal
process had to be followed. In practice with other councils, the last
known registered keeper would be contacted to ascertain the status of
the vehicle, giving them seven days to contact the Council. If the
condition of the vehicle or other information suggested that it had been
abandoned, the council would usually arrange for it to be removed to
storage for a period of 14 days. If the condition or contents suggested it
was a wreck or there was no interest in the vehicle, the council would
arrange for it to be crushed. The salvage yard would recover any parts
for scrap before destroying the vehicle. The council was currently
looking at ways to incentivise proper scrappage of vehicles as
abandonment was a growing and costly problem. Each vehicle costs
typically £200 to the public purse for its removal. The council would aim
to recover costs through a £200 Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) served on
the last registered keeper at the time of abandonment, as an alternative
to prosecution which was extremely costly, however, the FPN did not
cover investigation and administration costs.

The committee raised a number of queries, including why there was a
cost to the public purse and what constituted an abandoned vehicle. It
was agreed that appropriate officers be invited to a future meeting to
further discuss this issue.



LM.18

LM.19

RESOLVED - That appropriate officers be invited to a future meeting of
this committee to further discuss the issue of abandoned vehicles.

MEMBER DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

The committee considered any development issues.

Mr Windley noted that parish councils had been identified as bodies
that potentially had involvement, either collectively or through
individual members, with the organisation and arrangement of local
events. This role brought with it various responsibilities which would
vary depending on the type of event and its size, location, duration and
times of operation amongst other things. North East Lincolnshire
Council’'s Event Safety Advisory Group (ESAG) could help provide
advice to organisations to hope them run events with regard to the
necessary guidance and had developed a training session for event
organisers to help them consider the various issues that needed to be
considered when organising and managing events. They had asked if
there were any individuals or groups who feel they might benefit from
the training, to email ESAG.NEL@nelincs.gov.uk

Mr Clay reported that ERNLLCA’s training programme was available on
its website and highlighted that chair’s training was due to take place in
two weeks’ time.

REFERRALS TO SCRUTINY

There were no matters referred to scrutiny.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at
7.35 pm.
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