
North East Lincolnshire 
Local Development 
Scheme
Adopted 12 March 2025

 



Section 1 Introduction 4

Section 2 The current adopted development plan 6

Section 3 Other relevant documents 8

Section 4 Risk assessment 11

Section 5 Preparation timetable 15

    

 
Local Development Scheme 2025

 

 2 North East Lincolnshire Council  



   

 Local Development Scheme 2025  

 North East Lincolnshire Council 3 

 

 



Section 1 Introduction



1.1 Local planning authorities are required under section 15 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) to prepare a Local Development 
Scheme which sets out a Council’s commitment to the production of planning policy 
documents and a timetable for their production. A Local Development Scheme must 
be made available publicly and kept up to date to ensure communities and interested 
parties can keep track of progress.

About this Local Development Scheme

1.2 The Council commenced a review of the current Local Plan (adopted in March 
2018) in 2021 and remains committed to having an up to date local plan in place. 
This Local Development Scheme supersedes the 2023 version and reflects the 
transitional arrangements set out in the revised National Planning Policy Framework 
(December 2024) which requires councils to submit plans for examination by 31 
December 2026.

1.3 This Local Development Scheme sets out the timetable for the production of 
new documents that will form the Development Plan for the whole of North 
East Lincolnshire. It includes a programme of activity for the preparation of the 
replacement Local Plan to the end of 2027 and progress against the key milestones 
will be monitored. Should delays be incurred the timetable will be updated and 
reported in the next iteration of the Local Development Scheme.
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Section 2 The current adopted development plan





Section 3 Other relevant documents



Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

3.1 The first Statement of Community Involvement was adopted in 2006 and was 
updated in 2013 and again in 2020. The current North East Lincolnshire Statement 
of Community Involvement (2020) sets out the council's approach to public and 
key stakeholder participation in all planning matters, including the preparation of the 
local plan, supplementary planning documents and arrangements for consultations 
on planning applications. As it is now approaching five years since its adoption, the 
Council must undertake another review of the document. The programme for this 
work is included in Section 5 Preparation timetable.

Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment (SA and 
HRA)

3.2 The Local Plan documents (including evidence base) will be subject to a 
Sustainability Appraisal, which will also incorporate the requirements of the EU 
Directive 2001/42/EC on Strategic Environmental Assessments. The Sustainability 
Appraisal will help identify and evaluate what effects the document and proposed 
plans are likely to have on social, economic and environmental conditions of an 
area, and help to ensure that the plan takes account of sustainable development 
objectives.

3.3 The first part of this work was to prepare a Scoping Report. This set established 
the scope of the SA work and set out the framework for the remaining stages of 
the sustainability appraisal work. The Scoping Report was subject to consultation 
with specific statutory bodies (Environment Agency, Highways England and Historic 
England).

3.4 The UK Conservation (Habitats & etc.) Regulations as amended result in an 
Appropriate Assessment being required for all plans likely to have a significant 
effect on a European site. Habitats Regulations Assessments, including Appropriate 
Assessment as necessary, will be undertaken as part of the Local Plan review.

3.5 This work will be carried out at key stages of the Local Plan review and will 
accompany consultation drafts of the plan for public comment. 

North East Lincolnshire Council Plan

3.6 The 'Council Plan'1 sets out the Council's priorities and vision for North East 
Lincolnshire and is updated annually. The local plan is responsible for delivering 
those of a spatial nature. 

1 https://www.nelincs.gov.uk/your-council/council-plan-vision-and-aims/
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Section 4 Risk assessment









Section 5 Preparation timetable



Local Plan timetable

5.1 The Council is committed to a review of its current Local Plan. Work on the review 
commenced in 2021.

5.2 Table 5.1 Local Plan review project plan outlines the process, role and content of 
each element of the review. Table 5.2 Local Plan key stages sets out the timetable 
for the Local Plan review, identifying key milestones.

Subject and 
content

North East Lincolnshire Local Plan

Matters to be reviewed include:

1. future development in the Borough to 2042
2. conformity of adopted policies with national policy
3. the natural environment
4. climate change, flooding and energy
5. design and amenity
6. employment, housing and, town and local centres
7. infrastructure and biodiversity
8. health and wellbeing
9. minerals and waste

Status Local Plan (Development Plan Document (DPD))

Chain of conformity To conform with the National Planning Policy Framework

Geographical 
coverage

Borough-wide

Lead officer Spatial Planning Manager (Equans)

Management 1. Head of Development Services
2. Assistant Director Regeneration

Political 
management

1. Local Plan Oversight Board
2. Scrutiny Panels
3. Cabinet resolution for each statutory public consultation
4. Cabinet and Full Council resolution for submission and adoption

External resources LUC is engaged to provide Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats 
Regulations advice

Community 
engagement

Engagement with stakeholders and members of the community takes 
place in accordance with the requirements set out in the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 20122, as 
amended, and the Council's Statement of Community Involvement.
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Published/printed 12 March 2025
by North East Lincolnshire Council

In partnership with EQUANS
Municipal Offices
Town Hall Square

Grimsby
DN31 1HU

North East Lincolnshire Council and EQUANS, working in partnership to deliver a stronger economy and stronger 
communities




