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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE

6t October 2025 at 9.30am

Councillor Jackson (in the Chair)
Councillors Beasant, Cracknell, Holland, Humphrey (substitute for Wilson) and Shreeve

Officers in attendance:

e Vicky Leach (Assistant Director People and Organisational Development)
e Rachel Marshall (Executive Member Support Officer)

APTA

APT.2

APT.3

APT.4

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

It was noted that at the Annual General Meeting of the Council held on 22nd
May 2025, Councillor Jackson had been appointed as the Chairman and
Councillor Shreeve as the Deputy Chairman of the Appointments Committee
for the ensuing Municipal Year.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence from this meeting were received from Councillor
Wilson.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest made in respect of any items on the
agenda for this meeting.

MINUTES

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the Appointments Committee meetings on
7% April 2025 be agreed as a correct record.
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APT.5

APT.6

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - That the press and public be excluded for the following
business on the grounds that its discussion was likely to disclose exempt
information within paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act
1972 (as amended).

SUMMARY REPORT OF DISCRETION ON REDUNDANCY

The committee considered a report from the Interim-Chief Executive
which provided a summary of redundancies, the discretion applied to
redundancy payments, and pension strain payments as listed in the

report and accompanying spreadsheet “AC Report 25-26".

The committee was advised that the Discretions Policy was reviewed annually
by the Head of Paid Service, and this should have taken place in April 2025.
However, due to changes within the department, this had lapsed but would be
carried out as soon as possible with the Interim Head of Paid Service and the
outcome reported at the meeting of the Appointments Committee to be held
on 13" April 2026.

At paragraph 2.2 of the report, it was noted that ordinarily management of
changed budget would not be used for redundancies, and a concern was
raised that it was being used to ‘pay-off’ staff and not for driving systemic
change which would create savings in years to come. There appeared to be
no budget line or breakdown. It was agreed that a written response would be
forwarded to members of this committee to provide clarification.

A committee member asked for assurances that the criteria for change
management process, including voluntary redundancy, was rigorously applied
in all cases and the process followed systematically. It was confirmed that the
process was followed, with affected staff placed into consultation. Where
several staff could be at risk of redundancy, a member of staff through that
process may volunteer for redundancy which then negated the need for a
compulsory redundancy.

A committee member requested an understanding of the number of
redundancies on the report and asked (as an example) why there were four
specialist teachers given compulsory redundancy and whether that service
was going to be replaced or deleted. The member questioned whether he
should approach the Portfolio Holder or Assistant Director of the respective
department. The Chair advised that the query should be raised with the
department in question as this aspect was not in the terms of reference for the
Appointments Committee.

RESOLVED - That the report be noted in providing transparency of discretion
payments and pension strain costs.
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There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at
9.38 a.m.
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