














8 

 
 

 

   

   

   

   

 

 

  

 

   

   

  

  

  
  

  

 

   

 

  

  
 

  

SPOTTING THE SIGNS 

The following list of potential vulnerabilities and warning signs is 
not exhaustive and all or none may be present in individual cases 
of concern. It is important to stress that there may be no direct 
evidence of criminal behaviour. 

• A need for identity, meaning 
and belonging 

• A desire for political or 
moral change 

• Being at a transitional time 
of life 

• Feelings of grievance 
and injustice 

• Feeling under threat 

• Mental health issues 

• Susceptibility to 
indoctrination 

• A desire for status 

• A desire for excitement 
and adventure 

• A need to dominate and 
control others 

• Being infuenced or 
controlled by a group 

• Following extremist material 
through social media 

• Resentment to authority 
fgures, and “us” vs. 
“them” mentality 

• Diffcult and moody 
behaviour 

• Social withdrawal 

• Loss of interest in activities 
they used to enjoy 

• Being increasingly secretive 

• Ignoring views that are 
different to their own 

• Downloading extremist 
content and seeking 
likeminded individuals 

• Making travel plans to areas 
of confict. 









 

  

  
 

  

 
  

  

 
  

 
 

WHAT YOU NEED TO REMEMBER: 

We all have a duty, in law, to report concerns about an individual 
that we suspect may be vulnerable to radicalisation. 

• Prevent is not a police programme and it will not become one. 

• The Prevent strategy is not about criminalising people but 
about preventing tragedies through early intervention, diverting 
people away from the risk they face before illegality occurs. 

• If you are concerned about an individual, please complete 
an intelligence report and ask that it be sent to the Counter-
Terrorism Department. Remember, if there are additional 
concerns about the individual, such as child protection, 
these will need to be submitted using the appropriate 
form/referral method. 

WHO TO CONTACT 

If you see or hear something that could be terrorist related call 
the Police Hotline on 0800 789 321 

If you’re concerned about someone in your community please 
contact your local police force by dialling 101 or if you require 
urgent police assistance dial 999. 
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