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3.2 North East Lincolnshire Council Local Plan  

The North East Lincolnshire Local Plan 2013-2032 was adopted by North East 

Lincolnshire Council on 22nd March 2018. It sets out the council’s vision and strategy for 

the borough until 2032. The Local Plan identifies several Strategic Objectives to provide 

a framework for policies. This includes Policy SO2 on Climate Change which aims to 

“Address the causes and effects of climate change by promoting development that… 

reduces pollution”. A number of “critical success factors” are also listed, which include 

to have “addressed the issue of poor air quality” and “reduced the number of declared 

Air Quality Management Areas in the borough”. 

Air quality is also included into the following policies, 

Policy 5 Development Boundaries: All development proposals located within or 

outside of the defined boundaries will be considered with regard to suitability and 

sustainability, having regard to: impact upon neighbouring land uses by reason of noise, 

air quality, disturbance, or visual intrusion. 

Policy 31 Renewable and low carbon infrastructure: Infrastructure will be assessed on 

their merits and subject to following impact considerations, taking account of individual 

and cumulative effects: local amenity, including noise, air quality, traffic, vibration, dust, 

and visual impact. 

Policy 36 Promoting sustainable transport: To reduce congestion, improve 

environmental quality and encourage more active and healthy lifestyles, the Council 

will support measures that promote more sustainable transport choices. 

By establishing a strategic framework for the inclusion of air quality considerations 

within council policies and procedures, the local authority is well placed to maintain 

good air quality and secure improvements in air quality. 

3.3 Public Health Context  
Local authorities have a range of powers which can effectively help to improve air 

quality. However, the involvement of public health officials is crucial in playing a role 

to assess the public health impacts and providing advice and guidance on taking 

appropriate action to reduce exposure and improve the health of everyone in North 

East Lincolnshire. 

Mounting scientific evidence shows the scale of the impact of poor ambient air 

quality on health. Although the links between air pollution as a direct cause of death 

are still the subject of much debate, poor air quality is considered to be a significant 

contributory factor to the loss of life, shortening lives by an average of 5 months. 

The Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollution (COMEAP) provides advice to 

Government on the setting of air quality standards, and increasingly has sought to 

consolidate evidence on the health burden and impacts of various pollutants, both 

in single occurrence and pollutants in combination. The current range of estimate 

for annual mortality burden for man-made air pollution in the UK is estimated to be 

between 28,000 – 36,000 deaths13.  

Public Health England recommends adopting a net health gain principle in any 

policy or work programme affecting air pollution. This should mean that any new 

development will be clean by design and that any new development or proposal for 

change to existing developments should intend to deliver an overall benefit to public 

health.  The impact would be that housing and other community developments would 

by default be well designed to reduce pollution, support walking, cycling and clean 

public transport, as well as providing charging points for future ultra-low emission 

vehicles, etc.  

Evidence suggests interventions aiming to reduce population exposure to pollution 

will have the biggest overall health impact, although action also needs to be taken to 

reduce inequalities in exposure and to protect vulnerable groups14. 

 
3.4 Planning and Air Quality 

Air quality issues are a material consideration in determining planning applications. 

NELC consider that the planning system has an important role in protecting people 

from unacceptable health effects caused by air pollution and preventing the further 

deterioration of the local air quality. These considerations must, however, be balanced 

against other aims of the Council such as securing economic growth and to provide 

adequate levels of housing and development. 

• The classification of the development proposal needs to be determined. 

• Assessing and quantifying the impact on local air quality. 

• Determine the level of mitigation required by the proposed development to meet 

local air quality requirements. 

The overall outcome of an air quality assessment is to determine whether the 

development will have a significant impact on air quality and/or whether the existing air 

quality is acceptable for the proposed development to be completed.  











Glossary 

ABP  Associated British Ports

AQMA  Air Quality Management Area

AQAP   Air Quality Action Plan

AQS  Air Quality Strategy

ASR  Annual Status Report

AURN  Automatic Urban and Rural Network

CO  Carbon Monoxide

COMEAP  Committee on Medical Effects of Air Pollutants 

COVID-19 Coronavirus disease 19

CO2  Carbon Dioxide

DAQI  Daily Air Quality Index

DEFRA Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs

DfT  Department for Transport

EPR  Environmental Permitting Regulations 

LAQM  Local Air Quality Management

LTP3  Local Transport Plan 3 (updated 2016)

µg/m3  concentration of an air pollutant is given in micrograms  
  (one-millionth of a gram) per cubic meter air

NEL  North East Lincolnshire

NELC  North East Lincolnshire Council

NMVOCs  Non-Methane Volatile Organic Compounds

NO2  Nitrogen Dioxide

NOx  Nitrogen Oxides

03  Ozone

PM10  Airborne particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter of 10µm   
  (micrometres or microns) or less

PM2.5  Airborne particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter of 2.5µm or less

SO2  Sulphur Dioxide
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