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Appropriate Language: Domestic Abuse 

Guidance for Professionals  

How to Use This Document 
 

This document can be used by professionals when discussing domestic abuse, including when 

escalating intelligence and delivering training. It should be referred to when speaking with 

victims, family members (including children of victims) and perpetrators of domestic abuse. It 

should also be applied in multi-agency meetings and other settings where professionals are 

discussing individuals who are, have been, or at risk of being a victim of domestic abuse. 

 

About Appropriate Language in Relation to Domestic Abuse 
 

It is imperative that appropriate terminology is used when discussing individuals’ people who 

have experienced, are experiencing, or are at risk of experiencing domestic abuse. Language 

implying that the victims is complicit in any way, or responsible for the crimes that have 

happened or may happen to them, must be avoided. 

 

Language should reflect the presence of coercion and the lack of control many victims 

experience in domestic abuse situations and must recognise the severity of the impact that 

abuse has on the individual and their children. Victim-blaming language may reinforce 

messages from perpetrators around shame and guilt. This in turn may prevent the victim from 

disclosing their abuse, through fear of being blamed by professionals. When victim-blaming 

language is used amongst professionals, there is a risk of normalising and minimising the 

victim’s experience, resulting in a lack of appropriate response. 

 

Guidance for Using Appropriate Language 
 

The following table outlines terms that should not be used when discussing or recording issues 

of domestic abuse and includes a list of appropriate alternative phrases. 

 

A list of commonly used acronyms within the domestic abuse agenda can be found under 

Appendix 1.  
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Appendix 1 

 

Domestic Abuse Acronyms 

BAME / BME – Black and Ethnic Minority 

Terms widely used by government departments, public bodies, the media, and others when referring 

to ethnic minority groups 

CAADA – Coordinated Action against Domestic Abuse  

Previous name for Safelives, a leading national domestic abuse charity 

CCG – Clinical Commissioning Group  

Created following the Health and Social Care Act in 2012 to replace primary care trusts on 1 April 

2013. They are clinically led statutory NHS bodies responsible for the planning and commissioning 

of health care services for their local area. 

CIN – Child in Need 

Defined under s.17 of the Children Act as a child who is unlikely to achieve or maintain, or to have 

the opportunity of achieving or maintaining, a reasonable standard of health or development without 

the provision for him of services; or a child whose health or development is likely to be significantly 

impaired, or further impaired, without the provision of services; or a child who is disabled. 

CP – Child Protection 

Part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting individual children identified as suffering 

or likely to suffer significant harm. 

CSE – Child Sexual Exploitation 

A form of sexual, emotional, and physical abuse of children 

CSP – Community Safety Partnership 

CSPs consist of five 'responsible authorities' - police, local authority, fire and rescue authority, 

probation provider and Clinical Commissioning Groups and are under a duty to assess local 

community safety issues and draw up a partnership plan setting out their priorities 

DA – Domestic Abuse  

Also referred to as DV (domestic violence) or DVA (domestic violence and abuse). The phrase 

“domestic abuse” is most commonly used to cover both physical violence and emotional harm or 

control, while “domestic violence” is often used to signify that the abuse is of a physical nature. 

However, the terms can be used interchangeably 

DASH – Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment and Honour Based Violence 

(UK) 

A checklist-based tool used by professionals as a starting point to identify the victims’ level of risk of 

domestic abuse. 
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Domestic Abuse Acronyms 

DHR – Domestic Homicide Review 

A multi-agency review of the circumstances in which the death of a person aged 16 or over has, or 

appears to have, resulted from violence, abuse, or neglect by a person to whom they were related 

or with whom they were, or had been, in an intimate personal relationship, or a member of the same 

household as themselves. Since 13 April 2011 there has been a statutory requirement for local areas 

to conduct a DHR following a domestic homicide that meets the criteria. 

DLUHC – Department for Levelling Up Housing and Communities 

The Government department with responsibility for domestic abuse. Formerly called the Ministry for 

Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG). 

FGM – Female Genital Mutilation 

 A procedure where the female genitals are deliberately cut, injured, or changed, but there's no 

medical reason for this to be done. 

FM – Forced Marriage 

Where one or both people do not (or cannot) consent to the marriage as they are pressurised, or 

abuse is used, to force them to do so. It is recognised in the UK as a form of domestic or child abuse 

and a serious abuse of human rights. 

HBA / HBV – (so-called) Honour Based Abuse / Violence 

The generally accepted definition of this type of abuse is ‘A crime or incident which has, or may have 

been, committed to protect or defend the honour of the family and / or community’. It is often a form 

of domestic abuse. 

MAPPA – Multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements 

Multi-agency public protection arrangements in place to ensure the successful management of 

violent and sexual offenders. 

MARAC – Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference  

A Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) is a meeting that is held to discuss the most 

high-risk cases of domestic abuse and sexual violence, to share information and to safety plan to 

safeguard a victim. 

MASH – Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 

Single point of contact for reporting concerns about a child in North East Lincolnshire. 

MATAC – Multi Agency Tasking and Coordination 

MATAC refers to the Multi-Agency Tasking and Coordination process of identifying and tackling serial 

perpetrators of domestic abuse perpetrators. 

IDVA – Independent Domestic Violence Advisor 

The main purpose of an IDVA is to address the safety of victims at high risk of harm from intimate 

partners, ex-partners, or family members to secure their safety and the safety of their children. 
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Domestic Abuse Acronyms 

ISVA – Independent Sexual Violence Advisor 

An independent sexual violence advisor (ISVAS) addresses the safety and support needs of victims 

of sexual violence and abuse. 

JSNA – Joint Strategic Needs Assessment  

A JSNA looks at the current and future health and care needs of local populations to inform and guide 

the planning and commissioning (buying) of health, well-being, and social care services within a local 

authority area. 

LGBT – Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Sometimes shortened to LGB, or lengthened to LGBTQ+ (the Q, standing for Queer). 

LSCB – Local Safeguarding Children Board 

Former name of the safeguarding Children Partnership, may be referred to in older documents. 

LAC – Looked After Child 

A child in public care, who are placed with foster carers, in residential homes or with parents or other 

relatives.  

SAB – Safeguarding Adults Board 

A statutory requirement for all local authorities for taking the lead role and overall responsibility for 

adult safeguarding. As a minimum, the SAB membership must comprise of three main statutory 

partners, these being North East Lincolnshire Council (NELC), Humberside Police and local health 

services. 

SCP – Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Three partners work together with a shared equal responsibility for safeguarding. They are 

Humberside Police, NHS North East Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning Group and North East 

Lincolnshire Council. 

SPA – Single Point of Access 

A single point of contact for residents for them to talk about their health and wellbeing needs. 

VAWG – Violence against Women and Girls 

This covers all types of violence against women and is much wider in definition and remit than 

domestic abuse. Domestic abuse is a form of VAWG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


