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Why foster with the Local Authority?
Thinking about fostering? One of the most important choices you’ll make is who to foster with - and that decision can shape not only a child’s future, but how your time, care, and commitment are valued.

Should I foster with North East Lincolnshire Council or an Independent Agency?
Fostering with North East Lincolnshire Council means joining a not-for-profit service that puts children first and is the only fostering service that’s purely for North East Lincolnshire children. You’ll be part of a local team, receive personalised support, and help children stay close to their schools, friends, and communities. Plus, we always look to our own foster carers first, which means more consistency and stronger local connections.

Why choosing your Local Authority for fostering truly matters - Fostering with purpose, not for profit
When considering fostering, you’ll have the option to work with either your local authority or an Independent Fostering Agency (IFA). Choosing to foster through your local authority brings meaningful benefits and purpose, not just for you as a foster carer, but also for the children and young people who rely on our care and support.
Independent Fostering Agencies (IFAs) are private organisations that provide foster care services. While some operate as charities or non-profits, others are run as businesses with the aim of generating income, often through contracts with Local Authorities and other funding sources. Independent Fostering Agencies (IFAs) may offer different incentives, but they often operate for profit, and some children may have to live away from their local community. With North East Lincolnshire fostering service, every penny goes back into improving services for children and carers right here in North East Lincolnshire.

Supporting local children to stay close to home
One of the key advantages of fostering through North East Lincolnshire Council is our dedication to keeping children and young people within their own community. During times of major change, staying near familiar places like their school, friends, and extended family helps reduce disruption and provides vital continuity. This approach strengthens emotional stability, preserves important relationships, and fosters a lasting sense of belonging.
Fostering with North East Lincolnshire Council means making a direct impact where it matters most, right in your own community. You’ll be supporting children and families from the area you live in, helping to strengthen local ties and build a deeper sense of community connection and engagement.

We put our local foster carers first
At North East Lincolnshire Council, we’re committed to children and young people living with the most suitable foster carers for their individual needs. That’s why we always look to our own team of foster carers first before considering Independent Fostering Agencies (IFAs). This also helps reduce waiting times and ensures children can stay close to home, surrounded by familiar schools, friends, and communities.

Support that’s always nearby – you are part of the team 
When you foster with North East Lincolnshire Council, you’re never alone. Our dedicated support team is based right here in your community, ready to offer personalised guidance whenever you need it. Your team includes you, your Supervising Social Worker, your foster child or young person’s Social Worker, and professionals from health, education, and the council. In addition, there are lots of foster-friendly businesses in the local area all working together to help shape a positive future.
Support is available both in-person and online, with regular events and training designed to keep you connected and confident in your role. Having a team that’s local to North East Lincolnshire means help is always nearby ready to guide you every step of the way.

Thinking about transferring? We’re here to help
If you’re already fostering with another agency and considering a change, our friendly team at North East Lincolnshire Council is ready to guide you through the transfer process. We’ll explain everything clearly and share the fantastic support, training, and rewards available to our foster carers.
Every child deserves to grow up in a place they know, surrounded by people who care.
By fostering with North East Lincolnshire Council, you’re not just opening your home - you are investing in futures, strengthening your community, and making every pound count.
