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Local Plan FAQ

What is a Local Plan? 
The Local Plan sets out a long-term vision for land use for a council area,  identifying areas for housing, employment, retail and infrastructure. It also sets out the policies against which planning applications are determined. The Local Plan must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and be consistent with the principles and policies in the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework.  In essence, the Local Plan should set out what the opportunities are for development in the area, and say what types of development will and will not be permitted, and in which locations. 

Why is it so important to have one? 
It is a requirement of Government and provides clarity, confidence and consistency in decision making on planning applications. It is important in supporting the Council’s economic and housing aspirations helping to provide jobs, quality housing for people and supporting leisure opportunities. Also about place making and enhancing the environment. 

We had a Local Plan consultation two years ago, why is there consultation again? 
Due to the new National Planning Policy Framework in December 2024 and the new housing requirements, the methodology for housing numbers  has changed, with a Government set requirement of 622 dwellings per year for North East Lincolnshire, which increases the number of houses the area is set to be required. This is all to meet the Government’s ambition for new housing across the country. The review had to be paused in 2024 to consider and incorporate the Government reforms. As a result, the council is now asking for a second round of feedback on its preferred options for:
• Jobs growth and employment needs within the plan period (2025 to 2043)
• The objective and National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) imposed requirements for new homes and the broad spatial distribution of these homes; and
• Specific site allocations for employment and residential uses.

What will happen to the responses people gave last time? 
All comments received during the 2024 consultation have been processed and reviewed and will be treated equally to those submitted to this consultation. Comments do not need to be resubmitted. However, new, or additional comments, can be submitted. 

What are the issues that  are being looked at specifically this time? 
Due to the change in the housing numbers it is important to assess how these will be catered for as informed by up dated evidence, including a revised Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA). Unlike the previous Regulation 18 consultation, this one provides preferred options for that housing requirement, and also the employment requirement.

How has the housing level been set this time? Does it have to follow the housing level set by Government or can North East Lincolnshire set its own? 
Set by national Government through a standard methodology. The Council has to have strong regard to this.

How are the housing sites in the Local Plan selected and what is meant by a strategic housing site. 
It is a review of the existing Local Plan so there are many sites which are already allocated and considered acceptable in that Plan. However, these and new sites suggested are considered again in terms of them being available and deliverable and considered against physical and environmental criteria, such as location to services and amenities and where jobs are and will be, and against such matters as highway safety and amenity. Strategic sites are those larger sites which provide a good proportion of delivery without which significant additional sites would be needed to replace them. They provide an opportunity to provide a coordinated sustainable development of a high quality. 

As this is a review of the existing Local Plan, do the existing strategic sites remain in it even if they do not yet have planning applications on them? 
Yes, even if they don’t have a planning permission on them they can remain so long as availability and willingness to deliver persist.  Scartho Top does of course have planning permissions in place. 

What is meant by infrastructure? 
The elements which support development and required by it. Highways, drainage and infrastructure to mitigate the demands of development, such as green space and habitat mitigation. An example being the over-wintering bird habitats created on the Humber Bank. Also, social infrastructure such as educational provision and affordable housing.

How is the infrastructure worked out for what will be needed to meet new homes and jobs? 
Through assessment and evaluation speaking to consultees and undertaking consultation such as this. An Infrastructure Development Plan. 

Are greenfield and brownfield sites for housing being identified, and do brownfield sites bring extra challenges? 
Brownfield sites provide a great opportunity as they are often sustainably located in urban areas and their redevelopment can enhance the local environment. However, they are often more constrained in terms of access and relationship with existing uses and can have greater demands int terms of such matters as contamination and flood risk. They also tend to be in lower value areas making financial returns more challenging.
Why is it so important to hear not just the voices of business and landowners, but local residents in this review? 
To inform the options preferred having regard to those matters noted on availability and deliverability. But also in terms of those environmental and physical impacts. Also, how allocations relate to the policies proposed. It is acknowledged that such options as the housing options may be challenging and comments on this would be welcomed, but also comments on the economic opportunities and allocations are welcomed.
How do people get involved in this consultation and how much time do they have to respond? Notice of consultation will be given along with communication releases. 
The Local Plan Preferred Options document and supporting documents will be available online and people can respond through this portal. There will be comment boxes. People will also be able to email and also write in. The consultation will run for 8 weeks from 8th December 2025 until 1st February 2026.
