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Guidance for Kinship Carers 
Applying for a Kinship Allowance under the Kinship care pilot scheme 
1. What is a Kinship Zone?
North East Lincolnshire Council are one of just seven local authorities in England that have been chosen to deliver a 3.5year pilot scheme, offering eligible kinship carers a non means tested financial allowance
The pilot forms part of the government’s wider transformation agenda described in Keeping Children Safe, Helping Families Thrive (Nov 2024). Studies from the University College of London (2021) shows children living with kinship carers experience better long-term health and employment outcomes compared with living in foster or residential care. The government wants to strengthen this effective form of family-based care. 

The Kinship Allowance Pilot has been introduced to improve stability for children living in kinship care by providing carers with a financial allowance equivalent to the fostering minimum allowance. It aims to reduce financial strain, prevent homes from breaking down and help family members to be able to care for children without being financial disadvantaged, ensuring more children stay safely within their family networks.
This guidance explains who can apply, the evidence you will need and what happens after you submit your application. It is designed to support you step‑by‑step through the process.
2. Who Can Apply?
A financial allowance should only be offered to “kinship carers” in respect to any child up to the age of 18 living in a kinship arrangement, who is the subject of either a Special Guardianship Order (SGO) or a Child Arrangements Order that specifies: 
a) the primary residence of the child and who they will live with ('lives with CAO'); and
  
b) who would have otherwise been in care,  


which is determined by one of the conditions under paragraph 4b below being fulfilled. The point in which:  

1. Kinship carers who obtain a SGO or ‘lives with’ CAO in public law children proceedings are eligible for a weekly financial allowance. 

2. Kinship carers who obtain a SGO in private law proceedings are eligible for a weekly financial allowance.  

3. Kinship carers who have applied for a SGO through private law proceedings and have passed the First Hearing Dispute Resolution Appointment (FHDRA) are eligible for a weekly financial allowance. 

4. Kinship carers who obtain a “lives with” CAO in private law, or who have applied and have attended a FHDRA for children proceedings are eligible for a weekly financial allowance if one the following conditions apply: 

a. The interim or final “lives with CAO” does not name a parent of the child subject to the Order; and 

b. One or more of the following criteria apply in respect of the child’s circumstances: 

i. Immediately prior to the child being placed in a kinship arrangement, they were looked after by a local authority (“LA”) either via, an Interim Care Order or an arrangement under section 20 of the Children Act 1989; 

ii. Immediately prior to the kinship arrangement, the child was or is still under a Child Protection Plan; 

iii. The “lives with CAO” was obtained in private law children proceedings during which the family court noted safeguarding concerns arising from the contents of a welfare report.  

iv. A Family Group Decision Making meeting was convened and a decision was taken for the child named under the “lives with” CAO to live full-time with a named kinship carer; which is now happening. 

v. Both parents of the child subject to the “lives with” CAO are dead; but before they died, at least one of them was caring for and living with the child named under the “lives with” CAO. 

vi. The child subject to the “lives with” CAO was abandoned by either or both of their parents and at least one of them was previously caring for and living with the child subject to the “lives with” CAO immediately before abandoning the child. 

vii. Either one or both parents of the child subject to the “lives with” CAO are imprisoned but immediately prior to that, the parent/s were previously caring for and living with the child. 

viii. Either one or both parents have been detained in hospital pursuant to the Mental Health Act 1983 but they were previously caring for and living with the child immediately prior to being detained. 





If you are unsure whether you are eligible, you are encouraged to apply and the Kinship Team will assess your circumstances and advise you.
3. What Information you need to provide
To complete the application, you will be asked to provide:
A. Information about you
· Your details and relationship to the child
· Who lives in your household
· Details of the children you care for and their dates of birth
· Ethnicity of you and the children you care for 
B. Information about the child
· Legal status of the child/ren living with you
· How long the child/ren has lived with you
· Whether the local authority has been or is currently involved and when
C. Financial Information
You may be asked for details such as:
· Household income
· Benefits received
· Child related costs
· Additional needs of the child
This is not a means test. The information helps the local authority understand your circumstances and ensure the allowance meets the child’s needs.
4. What the allowance covers and how much you may receive is based on the age of the child/ren in your care for the year 26/27: 

	Age
	Weekly maintenance Fostering Allowance

	0 – 4
	£182.00

	5– 10
	£201.00

	11 – 15
	£227.00

	To Carer for 16+

	 £267.00 
   


The allowance is intended to help with the child’s everyday needs, such as:
· Clothing
· Food
· Utilities
· Education costs
· Social, emotional or developmental needs
· Additional costs caused by the child’s trauma or history
It is not intended to replace benefits, but rather to support the additional costs associated specifically with kinship care.
5. How to Complete the Application
Step 1 – Read this guidance
It explains eligibility and what evidence is needed.
Read our Privacy notice which is on the website 
Step 2 – Complete the application form
Fill in all sections as fully as possible. If you don’t know an answer, write “not known”.
Step 3 – Gather supporting documents
· Court orders (SGO/CAO)
· ID a copy of a valid passport or driving licence and 1 document showing proof of address (eg utility bill, council tax, benefits). Documents must be dated within the last 3 months of the application 
· Any relevant correspondence from social care
· Letters/documents showing previous involvement from the local authority
Don’t worry if you don’t have everything—submit what you can.
Step 4 – Send in your application
You can apply online on our website, return it by email, post, or ask for support to complete it with a support worker from the Kinship Team.
Website: Kinship care | NELC
kinshipcarers@nelincs.gov.uk 
Telephone number: 01472 325545
Office address
Fostering service 
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]North East Lincolnshire Council
New Oxford House, 2 George Street
Grimsby, 
North East Lincolnshire,
 DN31 1HB
6. What Happens After You Apply
Acknowledgement
You will receive confirmation that your application has been received.
Assessment
A kinship worker will consider your application against the eligibility criteria:
Decision making 
The application will be referred into the Kinship Zone funding panel held weekly who will consider your application against the eligibility criteria and make a decision. 
Decision
You will receive a decision in writing explaining:
· If you are eligible
· What allowance you will receive for each child in your care
· When payments will start
Appeals and Reviews
If you disagree with the decision, you can ask for a review.
You will be told how to do this in your decision letter.
Important information 
Before making an application for a financial allowance under the pilot, you need to understand that this allowance is part of a time-limited national pilot and by making this application, you are agreeing for NELC to share any relevant personal information with the Department of Education and the evaluation teams as set out in the Privacy Notice on the website. 
You also need to understand that you may be chosen to participate in any research interviews, to support the evaluation of the overall pilot. 
You understand the funding may not continue beyond the pilot period and is subject to the outcomes of the overall evaluation. 

Following application, all eligible kinship carers will be provided with an allowance for each child they care for under a kinship arrangement, that meets the eligibility criteria. 
As this is a 3.5-year pilot, any future financial support will be determined by the success of the overall pilot and evaluation. Therefore, any payment made to you could cease after the pilot period so it’s important that all kinship carers consider this within their future spending and commitments.
Carers who apply who are assessed as eligible, payment will be backdated from the point of their application IF all information is provided within the initial application to support a decision.  Where information remains outstanding following the submission of an application, any backdated payments will only apply to the date when all the requested information was received to be able to support a decision.  Funding starts from the 1st April 2026 onwards. Applications received and accepted at any time throughout the 3.5-year pilot, will not be backdated to the start of the national pilot at the 1st April 2026.  




