OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

North East Lincolnshire Best Start Local Plan
A Guide for Families - Giving Every Child the Best Start
In North East Lincolnshire families should feel supported from pregnancy until their child starts school, with services that are easy to find and welcoming.
We know some areas face extra challenges, so we’re working hard to make sure every family gets the right help at the right time, no matter where they live.
We’re using the Department for Education’s Best Start in Life guidance to help children reach a Good Level of Development.
What Families said
	“My son loved his weekly portage visits. They showed me how important learning through play is, and our worker reassured me about his development.”

	“A friendly welcome, varied activities, and a safe space for children to play. Staff know the children well and can signpost to other services if needed.”



	“This group is amazing. They’ve helped my son grow in confidence and supported us as parents whenever we need it.”


	








Our goals 2027/28
[image: We want every baby and young child to grow up happy, healthy, safe, and ready to learn.
By 2027/28, our goal is for 60.3% of children receiving free school meals to reach a good level of development]
[image: What is a "good level of development"?
A simple explanation for families:
By the end of reception(age 5), teachers check how children are getting on in the early years foundation age. They look at key areas of learning such as talking and understanding, building early friendships, managing feelings, early reading, and early maths.
A child is said to have a good level of development (GLD) when they are doing as well as expected in the five most important areas of early learning. This doesn't mean children need to be perfect at everything - it simply means they have the skills that will help them move confidently into year 1.]What is a “Good level of development”?

Local data shows us[image: North East Lincolnshire total population: 159,911 (2024 estimate)
Over 35,000 children and young people aged 0-19
10,000 aged 0-5
11,500 aged 6-11
11,500 aged 12-17
3,000 aged 18-19
Early years' need highest in East Marsh, Yarbrough, and Scartho.
High deprivation & vulnerability in: East Marsh, West Marsh, Sidney Sussex, Heneage.]
	4129
Members of Best Start Hubs
	99.2%
3 Year Olds attend their Ages and stages review
	95.3%
2- 2.5 Year Olds attend their development review


	66.7%
of Children are currently reaching a Good Level of Development.
	4461
Children Identified with SEN
	54.6%
of Children on Free School Meals are currently reaching a Good Level of Development.




What Support Is Available for you and your family? 
Universal Services - These are open to everyone:
[image: Midwifery and maternity services
Antenatal and postnatal care, preparation for birth, breastfeeding support and early bonding. Midwifery provides the first point of contact for identifying emerging needs.][image: Health visiting
(Healthy child programme 0-5)
Core contacts including new birth visits, 8-6 weeks & 10-12 month reviews and the 2-2 1/2 year developmental check, Universal screening supports early identification of development delay, parental mental health needs, and safeguarding concerns.][image: Best start family hubs
Open-access stay-and-play groups, peer support, and signposting. 7 best start family hubs provide an accessible single front door for all families with children aged 0-5.][image: Early years education & childcare (Universal entitlement)
Access to high-quality childcare from age three, with provision across nurseries, pre-schools, childminders and school-based early years settings][image: Parenting and HLE evidence based intervention
Togetherness, PEEP, Making it real][image: Public health and early childhood wellbeing activities
Immunisations pathfinder programme oral health promotion healthy eating sessions and community wellbeing activities ]
Targeted Services - for families with additional needs
[image: Perinatal and infant mental health support
Specialist support for parents experiencing low mood, anxiety, bonding difficulties and other early emotional wellbeing concerns][image: Targeted speech, language & communication support
early language screening tools , targeted group interventions, parent-child interactions groups, and structured home-learning support to address early communication concerns.][image: Early help services
Support for parenting, routines, relationships, behaviour, housing, and financial pressures. Often provided in partnership with best start family hubs.][image: Targeted parenting programmes
Evidence-based courses focused on attachment, play, emotional regulation and positive behaviour management.][image: SEND Early intervention pathways
Targeted observation, support and inclusion advice for children showing early signs of developmental delay ][image: Family hub outreach
Targeted outreach in priority wards to address inequalities, improve engagement and reach families not currently accessing services.]


Specialist Services - for more complex needs
[image: Specialist perinatal mental health services
Clinical mental health support for parents experiencing severe perinatal difficulties][image: Specialist health clinics
Audiology, neurodevelopment clinics, and other specialist services relevant to childhood.][image: Specialist safeguarding and social care
Statutory assessments, child protection plans, intensive family support packages and multi-agency safeguarding arrangements][image: Specialist SEND Support
Portage home visiting, early years inclusion specialists, EHC plan pathways, and multidisciplinary assessments][image: Therapeutic services
Speech and language therapy occupational therapy, physiotherapy, specialist feeding support. and paediatric review for complex medical needs.]
How We Will Make Services Better
[image: We are committed to:
- Earlier identification of needs
- Better links between health, education, childcare, SEND and family hubs
- Reducing faps in children's development outcomes
- Making sure families feel listened to and involved
- Strengthening the workforce through shared training
- Improving data and digital systems so services can work together more easily]
What This Means for Families
[image: What families can expect
- A simpler, more joined-up experience
- Friendly staff who work together
- Clear information what is available
- A focus on helping every child develop well and start school ready to learn
- support that starts early]
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