






















 

 

 

 

Glossary 

Affordability 

The ability to pay for the repairs or improvements 

needed if a flood defence is to continue performing 

satisfactorily. 

Assessment process 

The process of defining objectives, examining options 

and weighing up the costs, benefits, risks and 

uncertainties of an action before a decision is made to 

proceed or not. 

Asset 

Any item in the floodplain with a value that can be 

assessed. 

Beneficiary 

In this document, an individual or organisation that 

benefits from the presence of flood defences. 

Biodiversity 

The variety of life; the different plants, animals and 

micro-organisms, their genes and the ecosystems of 

which they are a part. 

Birds Directive 

An EC Directive that provides a framework for the 

conservation and management of wild birds in 

Europe. Covers the classification of Special Protection 

Areas (SPAs). 

Blight 

Adverse impact on property and land value or the 

ability to use it to its full extent brought about as a 

consequence of future plans. 

Business case 

A comparison of the costs, benefits, risks and 

uncertainties associated with a decision. 

Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP) 

A plan prepared by the Environment Agency with 

other key decision-makers within a river catchment 

to identify and agree sustainable flood risk 

management policies. 

Climate change 

Radiation passes through the Earth’s atmosphere and 

warms its surface before being reflected back into 

space. Some gases, including carbon dioxide and 

methane, trap some of the heat from radiation in the 

atmosphere. Human activity has increased the 

concentration of these gases dramatically, trapping 

more heat, causing global temperatures to rise and the 

climate to change. Sea level rise (q.v.) is a particular 

consequence of these changes. 

Coastal Habitat Management Plan (CHaMP) 

A plan for managing a length of coastline to conserve 

and promote the habitats and wildlife it supports and 

to ensure compliance with the Habitats and Birds 

Directives (q.v.). 

Coastal defence 

A structure, such as a groyne, length of piling or rock 

armour, intended to stop the coast from being eroded 

(worn away) by the sea. 

Coastal squeeze 

A process whereby the area between high and low tide 

decreases as sea levels rise because the low water line 

moves towards the land while the high water line is 

fixed by the presence of flood or coastal defences (or 

high ground). 

Competent authority 

The organisation responsible for implementing policy. 

Contribution 

A payment made by an organisation or individual 

benefiting from flood defences, covering all or part of 

the costs of providing, maintaining or improving them. 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

(Defra) 

The UK government department responsible for flood 

defence policy, the environment and animal welfare 

and regulation of the food industry. 

EC Directive 

Legislation issued by the European Union that is 

binding on Member States in terms of the results to be 

achieved, but that leaves choice as to methods. 

Economically worthwhile 

Describing the result of an assessment process (q.v.) 

in which the benefits of the action assessed, in 

monetary terms, are greater than the costs. 

Environmental Stewardship 

A scheme administered by Natural England which 

provides funding to farmers and other land managers 

who deliver effective environmental management on 

their land. 

Erosion 

The wearing away of material, in this document it 

generally refers to the wearing away of land by waves 

and currents in a river, estuary or the sea. 

Estuary processes 

The movement and interaction of water, sediment and 

other materials (chemical or biological) in an estuary 

due to the action of waves, freshwater flows, tides, 

wind and other disturbing forces. 

Financial compensation 

Monetary payments to offset damages or losses. 

Flood area 

An area bounded by high ground or raised structures 

that will contain any flooding that occurs there (i.e. 

prevent it from extending outside the area). 

Flood defence 

A wall, embankment or similar structure intended to 

exclude floodwater from the land behind it. The term 

includes any other items integral to its function such 

as sluices, weirs, barriers, locks, outfall culverts or 

pumping stations. 

Flood defence standard (see also Standard of 

protection) 

The protection provided by a flood defence, generally 

expressed in terms of the average return frequency 

(e.g. once in 50 years, or 2 per cent per year) of a flood 

event that would cause it to be overtopped. 

Flood proofing (see also Flood resistance measures) 

Actions taken to prevent floodwater from entering an 

area or a building. 
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Flood resilience measures 

Measures to minimise the damage caused to a 

building if flooding occurs. 

Flood resistance measures 

Measures to limit the volume of floodwater entering an 

area or a building, or to keep water levels inside from 

rising too far. 

Flood risk 

The risk of an area or building being flooded, generally 

expressed in terms of the average return frequency 

(e.g. once in 50 years, or 2 per cent per year) of an 

event that would cause this. 

Flood storage 

Allowing floodwater to flow out of a river or estuary 

onto the adjacent floodplain and storing it there until 

river/estuary levels have fallen; a flood storage 

scheme is an area separated from the rest of the 

floodplain and designed to optimise the flow of 

floodwater into and out of it. 

Floodplain 

Land next to a river, estuary or the coast over which 

water flows in times of flood, or would flow if there 

were no flood defences. 

Habitat 

The natural home of an animal or plant. 

Habitat creation site 

An area designed to allow new habitat to develop 

within its boundaries. In the context of the Humber 

Strategy it generally involves the conversion of 

farmland to inter-tidal habitats (q.v.). 

Habitats Directive 

An EC Directive that provides for the maintenance of 

biodiversity in Europe by maintaining or restoring 

natural habitats and wild species. Covers the 

classification of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). 

Habitats Regulations 

The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 

(1994), the legislation enacting the EC Habitats and 

Birds Directives in the United Kingdom. 
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