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4.5 
Key Habitats 
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Greater Lincolnshire has a broad variety of habitats, summarised below. However, due to intensive land use, many of the sites that support these habitats are small and isolated. 

Agricultural land - Areas of arable and horticultural farmland 
that are actively producing products and which can have valuable 
features for biodiversity when managed sustainably. Includes 
arable field margins. 

Coastal and estuarine - Habitats along coastlines and estuaries. 
Includes supralittoral sediments, sublittoral rock, littoral 
sediments and sublittoral sediments. 

Woodland - Habitats dominated by trees, woody vegetation and 
woodland species assemblages; Includes broadleaved and mixed 
woodlands, coniferous woodlands, traditional orchards and 
ancient, veteran and mature trees. 

Meadows and grassland - Habitats dominated by grass, and 
grass species assemblages. Includes acid grasslands, neutral 
grasslands and calcareous grasslands. 

Wet grassland - Semi-aquatic ecosystems containing a 
broad range of habitats where the ground is either seasonally 
or permanently flooded, and dominated by wetland species 
assemblages; includes fen marshes and swamps, ponds, wetland 
mosaics, drains, ditches and dykes. 

Heathland - Habitats dominated by heather, often found in 
mosaic with acid grasslands. Includes heathlands and connected 
acid grasslands. 

Lowland Fen and raised bog - Areas dominated by peat or 
boggy soils; includes lowland fen, lowland raised bog; excludes 
farmlands on peat soils. 

Lowland rivers and streams - Including chalk streams and 
limestone becks and drains. Aquatic, riparian and estuarine 
ecosystems with flowing, open water. Dominated by aquatic 
species assemblages. Includes priority habitat rivers and 
streams, chalk streams, limestone becks and other rivers and 
streams. 

Blow wells - Blow wells are artesian springs, where water under 
pressure escapes from a chalk aquifer. A very rare habitat found 
only in Greater Lincolnshire 
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5.8 Habitat Definitions 

Arable field margins – Grass strips surrounding arable fields 
that are managed for wildlife. They are particularly important 
for pollinators and invertebrates as well as farmland bird 
assemblages. Found in the Central Lincolnshire Vale, Southern 
Lincolnshire Edge and The Fens. 

Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh – Coastal and Floodplain 
grazing marsh are important habitats for wintering wildfowl and 
breeding waders, particularly threatened curlews and lapwings. 
Found in the Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, The Fens, Trent 
and Belvoir Vales, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Lincolnshire Wolds, 
Kesteven Uplands, Humberhead Levels, Humber Estuary, Central 
Lincolnshire Vale, (Rockingham Forest). 

Coastal saltmarsh – Upper vegetated areas of intertidal 
mudflats, they are particularly important for bird communities 
including rare terns and waders which use them as breeding 
sites. Saltmarshes also provide sheltered nursery sites for 
several species of fish. Found in the Humber Estuary, The Fens, 
Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, Humberhead Levels, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands. 

Coastal sand dunes -   Coastal sand dunes that are particularly 
important for rare plant and invertebrate communities, including 
butterflies, moths and burrowing bees and wasps. Found in the 
Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes and The Fens. 

Eutrophic standing water - Lakes that tend to have large 
algal populations during the summer. They are particularly 
important for marginal plants, amphibians, waterfowl and fish 
communities. Found in the Central Lincolnshire Vale, Humber 
Estuary, Humberhead Levels, Kesteven Uplands, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, The Fens, Trent and Belvoir 
Vales. 

Hedgerows – any boundary line of trees or shrubs over 20m long 
and less than 5m wide, and where any gaps between the trees 
or shrub species are less that 20m wide. They are particularly 
important for connecting habitats. Found in the Central 
Lincolnshire Vale, Humberhead Levels and The Fens. 

Intertidal mudflats - Areas of intertidal sediments that are 
characterised by high biological productivity and abundance of 
organisms, but low diversity with few rare species. Found in the 
Humber Estuary, The Fens, Humberhead Levels, Lincolnshire 
Coast and Marshes. 

Lowland calcareous grassland – An important habitat for 
biodiversity in Greater Lincolnshire found on shallow soils, 
typically limestone and chalk. Vital for floral and invertebrate 
communities. Found in the Lincolnshire Wolds, Kesteven 
uplands, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Northern Lincolnshire 
Edge, Central Lincolnshire Vale, Humber Estuary, The Fens and 
the Trent and Belvoir Vales. 

Lowland dry acid grassland – An important habitat in Greater 
Lincolnshire, typically occurs on nutrient poor, acidic rocks, 
sands, or gravels. Important for rare plant and invertebrate 
communities. Found in the Trent and Belvoir Vales, Northern 
Lincolnshire edge with Coversands, Central Lincolnshire Vale, 
Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Lincolnshire Wolds, Humber 
Estuary and the Humberhead Levels. 

Lowland fen – Lowland fens are rare peatland habitats 
characterised by high proportions of bog mosses. Fen habitats 
support diverse communities. Some can contain up to 550 
species of higher plants, a third of our native plant species; up to 
more than half the UK`s species of dragonflies, several thousand 
other insect species, as well as being an important habitat 
for a range of aquatic beetles. Found in the Fens, Kesteven 
Uplands, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Central Lincolnshire Vale, 
Lincolnshire Wolds, Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Humber Estuary and the 
Humberhead Levels. 

Lowland heathland – Lowland heathland is a threatened habitat 
across the UK that is particularly important for characteristic 
birds, reptiles, invertebrates, vascular plants, bryophytes 
and lichens. Found in the Trent and Belvoir Vales, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Central Lincolnshire Vale 
and the Humberhead Levels. 

Lowland meadows – Lowland meadows and pastures are 
important habitats for skylark and a number of other farmland 
birds, notably corncrake which has experienced a major range 
contraction across the UK. Found in the Lincolnshire Coast and 
Marshes, Central Lincolnshire Vale, The Fens, Trent and Belvoir 
Vale, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Northern Lincolnshire Edge 
with Coversands, Lincolnshire Wolds, Humberhead Levels, and 
the Humber Estuary. 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland – Lowland mixed 
deciduous woodland includes most ancient semi natural 
woodland in Southern and Eastern England. It is a particularly 
important habitat for characteristic tree species, including 
oak and birch as well as being particularly important for floral, 
invertebrate, bird and bat communities. Found in the Kesteven 
Uplands, Central Lincolnshire Vale, Lincolnshire Wolds, 
Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, Trent and Belvoir Vales, The 
Fens, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Northern Lincolnshire Edge 
with Coversands, Humberhead Levels, and the Humber Estuary. 

Lowland raised bog - Peatland habitats with waterlogged boggy 
soils formed through ‘paludification’. Supports rare plants, 
breeding waders, wildfowl and invertebrates and is particularly 
important for carbon sequestration. Found in the Humberhead 
Levels, Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands. 

Mesotrophic lakes - Rare nutrient-poor lakes that are important 
for biodiversity, particularly macrophytes, macroinvertebrates 
and rare fish. 

Traditional orchards - Sensitively or traditionally managed 
orchards. Orchards are hotspots for biodiversity, supporting a 
wide range of wildlife and containing UK BAP priority habitats 
and species, as well as an array of Nationally Rare and Nationally 
Scarce species. They are also important for social and communal 
species. Found in the Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, The Fens, 
Lincolnshire Wolds, Kesteven Uplands, Southern Lincolnshire 
Edge, Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Trent and 
Belvoir Vales, Central Lincolnshire Vale, Humber Estuary and the 
Humberhead Levels. 
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Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land - Areas of 
land with evidence of serious modification or development that 
are of ecological importance. Examples include open mosaic 
wetlands on disused quarries. Found in the Central Lincolnshire 
Vale, Humber Estuary, Humberhead Levels, Kesteven Uplands, 
Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, Lincolnshire Wolds, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, 
The Fens, Trent and Belvoir Vales. 

Peat and clay exposures with piddocks - Rare, fragile habitats 
where peat and clay sediments are exposed, allowing piddock 
species to bore in, it supports key biodiversity, including a broad 
range of plants, molluscs and crabs. Found in the Lincolnshire 
Coast and Marshes (NCA42). 

Ponds – Ponds are typically small, either seasonal or permanent 
areas of standing water. They are particularly important 
habitats for biodiversity, including nationally scarce plants 
and invertebrates. Found in the Central Lincolnshire Vale, 
Humber Estuary, Kesteven Uplands, Lincolnshire Coast and 
Marshes, Lincolnshire Wolds, Northern Lincolnshire Edge with 
Coversands, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, The Fens, Trent and 
Belvoir Vales, (Rockingham Forest). 

Purple moor-grass and rush pastures – Purple moor-grass 
and rush pastures are characterized by poorly drained, acidic 
soils with high abundances of purple moor grass and rush 
plants. Important habitats for rare plant, invertebrate and bird 
communities. Found in the Northern Lincolnshire Edge with 
Coversands, Humberhead Levels and the Central Lincolnshire 
Vale. 

Reedbeds – Reedbeds are areas of wet ground dominated 
by reeds. Reedbeds are important habitats for rare birds and 
invertebrates, including 6 nationally rare Red Data Birds and 5 
GB Red Data Book Invertebrates. Found in the Humber Estuary, 
Trent and Belvoir Vales, The Fens, Northern Lincolnshire Edge 
with Coversands, Lincolnshire Wolds, Lincolnshire Coast and 
Marshes, Humberhead Levels and the Central Lincolnshire Vale. 

Rivers and streams – Priority rivers and streams are defined 
as high quality natural and ‘near-natural’ running waters. They 
are important habitats for nature and for human wellbeing, and 
support broad aquatic, invertebrate, floral and bird communities. 
Found in the Lincolnshire Wolds, Humberhead Levels, Trent and 
Belvoir Vales, The Fens, Southern Lincolnshire Edge, Northern 
Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Lincolnshire Coast and 
Marshes, Kesteven Uplands, Humber Estuary and the Central 
Lincolnshire Vale. 

Sabellaria spinosa reefs - Seafloor reefs of interconnected 
polychaete tubes. They are particularly important for rare 
epibenthic and benthic communities within these habitats. 
Found in The Wash. 

Saline lagoons – Saline water bodies that are partially separated 
from the adjacent sea, they retain a proportion of their seawater 
at low tide they contain rare invertebrates as well as providing 
important habitats for aquatic flora, waterfowl, marshland birds 
and seabirds. Found in The Wash, Humber Estuary, Lincolnshire 
Coast and Marshes and The Fens. 

Seagrass beds – Seagrass beds (Zostera spp.) are important 
habitats that are particularly important for marine species 
assemblages, providing important nursery grounds for fish 
species and in some areas, for cephalopods. Found in The Wash 
and The Humber. 

Tufa formations - a limestone formation formed when calcium 
carbonate precipitates out of the water in unheated rivers or 
lakes. 

Wetland mosaics - Wetland mosaics are habitats made of a 
‘mosaic’ of small wetland habitats. 

Wet woodland – Wet woodland is an important habitat that 
occurs on poorly drained or seasonally wet soils. Wet woodlands 
are important habitats for biodiversity, including bryophytes, 
invertebrates, rare plants and otters. Found in the Central 
Lincolnshire Vale, Humber Estuary, Humberhead Levels, 
Kesteven Uplands, Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, Lincolnshire 
Wolds, Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands, Southern 
Lincolnshire Edge, The Fens and the Trent and Belvoir Vales. 

Wood pasture and parkland – Wood-pasture and parkland 
are mosaic habitats valued for their trees, especially veteran 
and ancient trees, and supports biodiverse plant and 
animal communities. Also, they are often areas of cultural 
and historical importance. Found in the Trent and Belvoir 
Vales, The Fens, Kesteven Uplands, Southern Lincolnshire 
Edge, Lincolnshire Wolds, Northern Lincolnshire Edge with 
Coversands, Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, (Leicestershire 
and Nottinghamshire Wolds). 
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