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North East Lincolnshire Council aims to ensure support is available for settings  who cater for FS1 early years’ children, to ensure that ALL children are given the opportunity to reach their full potential and achieve  desired outcomes.

This information is intended primarily for schools, PVIs, maintained Nurseries and other EY professionals. The guidance sets out:

(a) what additional funding support may be available to support FS1 children with additional or special educational needs and disability in settings  and 
(b) how to apply for that support. 
Available paperwork:

My Support Plan

Review Support Plan
Criteria to use when applying for an Early Years Inclusion Fund Appendix A
Request for Transfer of Specialist Equipment Appendix B
Funded equipment Log Appendix C
Please read carefully BEFORE filling in an application form.
All early years providers are required to have arrangements in place to identify and support children with SEN and/or disabilities and to promote equality of opportunity for children in their care. These requirements are set out in the EYFS framework.

NE Lincolnshire EYIF helps to facilitate the above through the provision of ‘top up’ funding for individual children with complex special educational needs and disabilities who may need additional provision to that which is ‘normally available’ /ordinarily available in an early years setting. 
1. Who can apply?

All private, voluntary, independent early years settings (including registered child minders) and maintained school nurseries can apply for EYIF where they:

(a) have a 2,3,4 year old with complex special educational needs and disabilities;

and

(b) live in NE Lincolnshire; and

(c) have detailed supporting evidence.

Information, Advice and Guidance can be sought from Area SENCo’s/SAS/CDC/Early Help practitioners.
2. Funding for additional support

The Local Authority has additional needs funding which may be available to enable the settings/schools to support children aged from birth to statutory school age (Foundation Stage 1) with complex additional needs. Where a setting cannot offer the necessary additional support due to financial constraints, an application should be submitted to panel for consideration.

3. What is the support for?

The provision of additional funding to settings is intended for the very few children with identified complex additional needs.
Funding is available for settings who meet the requirements, and is dependent on the extent of free entitlement the child is accessing  at 2,3 or 4 years old. For example, if a 3 year old is accessing 15 hours of free entitlement provision, a request can be made for small periods of time up to a maximum of 15 hours. If a 3 year old is accessing 30 hours of free entitlement early years provision, then a request can be made for small periods of time up to 30 hours.

In the event that a parent wishes to defer entry to reception year for their summer born child and setting wish to receive funding for the continuation of nursery provision during this period, an application can be made for the amount of statutory hours the child is attending the setting for. 

Funding is limited to the setting in which the child is receiving their free entitlement early years provision. However, if a child accesses their free 30 hour entitlement over 2 early years settings, it is possible to apply for funding up to their maximum entitlement over the two early year settings. EYIF will not be given over more than two early years settings for each child.

Additional support may be required for:
· Access

· Staff training

· Children requiring additional adult support in order to access activities 
· Specific programmes related to Early Years Foundation Stage

· Children with specific areas of difficulty requiring individual education programmes

· Specific interventions
When specialist equipment and/or training is funded via the EYIF then all EY settings should complete an ‘Equipment Log’ which along with receipts will be held for an audit (Appendix B). A copy of the equipment log should also be forwarded to SpecialistAdvisoryService@nelincs.gcsx.gov.uk 
The EYIF must be used to free up skilled workers/early years setting’s staff who already have a relationship with the child to work with a child to support the SEN Support Plan outcomes i.e. funding is used to buy in other staff to help run the session so that existing early years setting staff support the child.

4. How much additional support will be funded?
Decisions about the level of support will be based on the provided evidence, within the context of the setting and the level of funded hours as appropriate, per claim period. The EY Inclusion Fund principles encourage the use of alternative ways of support but also recognises the potential need for 1:1 support. 
1:1 support will be funded where judged appropriate on a termly basis at an average hourly pay rate of £7.71.
5. Who makes the decisions and how are they made?

Decisions are made by members of the Special Educational Needs Advisory Group (SENAG) which includes Early Years professionals. Decisions are reached through group discussion on the information / evidence provided and consideration of the most appropriate plan and funding stream. If the evidence is either incomplete or inadequate, the funding request may be declined or delayed pending the supply of further information.
6. How frequently are applications considered?

Early Years applications will be considered by SENAG on the last Tuesday of each month.
Funding can be given a term at a time. 

No funding will be given during the North East Lincolnshire stated holiday periods. Early years settings that operate during holiday periods are asked to think flexibly about how they use funding and discuss it with their Area SENCO if necessary.

9. Is there a deadline when referrals must be received by?

Applications for Early Years Inclusion Fund need to be received to the secure email address below no later than two weeks (10 working days) before the meeting date (last Tuesday of the month).

5. What evidence should be included?

Application forms must be completed in full.

The applications must be accompanied by relevant evidence. Reports included in the application/review must be the most recent (preferably within the last 6 months) and relevant to the current needs of the child. The criteria used for the EY Inclusion Fund (see Appendix) have to be highlighted based on the child’s current strengths, capacities and needs.

When submitting an application, the setting must ensure any documentation is securely delivered.

6. What guidelines do the Panel have regard to when considering to provide EYIF.

The following guidelines help the Panel to decide whether to approve each application as well as what EYIF to give.

Guideline 1: Does the nature, extent and context of the child’s SEN evidence that the child is experiencing extensive barriers to learning, participation and achievement.
Under this guideline, the Panel is looking for the following evidence:

· The agreement/views of the parents or carers (e.g. discussed at an SEN

support plan meeting)

· Views from relevant professionals

· Information provided by the setting that clearly highlights the child’s individual

needs in the following areas:

o 

Communication and language

o 

Personal, social and emotional development

o 

Physical development

Guideline 2: Does the child’s rate of progress evidence that the child is experiencing a delay in their developmental milestones and that the child has not made expected Progress.

Under this guideline, the Panel is looking for the following evidence:

· Evidence of the child’s developmental milestones and rate and style of progress

over time.

· Whether the child has made expected progress.

· Evidence that where progress has been made, it has only been as the result of much additional intervention and support detailed in the Support Plan.
Guideline 3: Do the interventions and strategies already in place evidence that the child is experiencing extensive barriers to learning, participation and progress for which normally available resources may not be sufficient.

· Under this guideline, the Panel is looking for the following evidence:

· Interventions have already been implemented by the early years provider to meet the child’s special educational needs

· The parents / carers have been involved in reviewing the child’s progress with

the setting and developing appropriate outcomes.

· Where professionals have provided support, there is clear action as a result of their input (e.g. strategies / recommendations are embedded in the child’s Support Plan)

· Evidence that where progress has been made, it has only been as the result of much additional intervention and support detailed in the Support Plan.
Guideline 4: Does the child-centred Assess-Plan-Do-Review (A-P-D-R) documentation evidence that the child’s individual needs have been addressed with appropriate strategies and that there has been a review process focusing on targeted outcomes that have informed future SEN Support Plans.

· Under this guideline the panel is looking for the following evidence:

· Interventions have been implemented and reviewed with reference to the impact on progress towards specified outcomes.

· The parents / carers have been involved in reviewing the child’s progress with the setting and developing appropriate outcomes.

· The review process has impacted the approach taken (e.g. strategies) and resulting outcomes developed.

· There is evidence of assess-plan-do review evidenced through SEN Support Plans.
9. Levels of funding

The Panel uses the guidelines above to determine not only whether to give funding but also the level of funding. For a child with particularly complex needs requiring considerable provision, the hours of additional funding awarded under the EYIF can match exactly the child’s free entitlement. Where the needs are less complex but clearly above what is normally available the hours of additional funding awarded from the EYIF can be less. Each case is looked at on its merits in the light of the evidence submitted by the early years setting for a particular child.

11. What decision may be determined for an application?

• Agreed

• Not Agreed

• Alternative Outcome

• Deferred (usually concluded when an application is incomplete or insufficient evidence is provided)

12. How will I know the outcome?

Letters will be sent out to settings via email. If the request is declined the letter will give a brief reason for this decision. 

13. Monitoring the outcomes and impact of the funding

At the end of the funding period, the setting must complete a review along with parents/carers, on  how the funding was used and the outcomes and impact achieved. 
It is the early years setting’s responsibility to re-apply for EYIF for a child whose funding may be about to ‘run out’. No reminders will be sent so early years settings are advised to make a note of the dates for which funding has been given and apply in plenty of time. The weekly EYIF monitoring form must be included in any reapplication for EYIF. Funding cannot be backdated.

Any further funding will not be available until this has been completed.

	On completion, forms along with any supporting documentation, should be submitted to the Specialist Advisory Service via email SpecialistAdvisoryService@nelincs.gcsx.gov.uk


For further information and a copy of the application form please contact:

Specialist Advisory Service

Early Years Team
Cleethorpes Civic Offices

Knoll Street

Cleethorpes

North East Lincolnshire

DN35 8LN
Tel : 01472 323314

	Access

	Access to range of learning activities
	Characteristics of Effective Learning
	Group Times
	Routines

	
	Child able to access full range of learning inside and out
	Playing and Exploring is at the age-appropriate stage.

Child responding to resources, activities, environment, other people.
	Enjoys small and large group sessions, makes relevant contributions and listens and responds appropriately to others.
	Child is able to follow all aspects of nursery routine and is happy to accept changes taking place.

	
	
	Active Learning is at the age-appropriate stage, child is able to maintain focus, persist when there are difficulties and enjoy their achievements
	Is able to participate in small and large group activities though is more confident in a smaller group. Needs encouragement to participate fully in large group situations.
	Child can follow most of the nursery routines, may need some prompting from adult.



	
	
	Creating and Thinking Critically are at the age-appropriate stage. 

Child is able to problem solve, make links in their learning, use previous experience and shared thinking to move learning on.
	Needs some support to stay on task in large group situations. Responds to visual cues and adult instructions if repeated and given individually.
	

	
	Child may need small amount of additional support, e.g. To reach items, suitable sized seating and tables

Child may be unwilling to attempt certain activities, e.g. messy play, new activities.
	Above areas require some individual support during active learning times


	Needs group instructions repeating individually and additional adult support to stay focused in large group activities.
	Child is having some difficulty in following the nursery routine. Needs individual visual timetable to help with this and choice making. Often on own agenda.

May show signs of anxiety.

	
	 
	
	Copes better in small group, with familiar shorter activities and clear group routines
	As above but showing signs of anxiety even though they have been given substantial warning that the routine will be different.

	
	Child may need individualised learning plan, pre-teaching of new learning, 1:1 support to access learning activities.
	Child only engages in repetitive play.

Child may flit from one activity to another.

Child only engages in one type of activity.

Needs significant differentiation of resources.

Unable to generalise learning across areas.

Presentation of new activities needs significant pre-planning
	Child is beginning to take part in small group activities.

Behaviours observed may include; withdrawing, signs of anxiety, tearfulness, very limited attention and concentration.  May also demonstrate a range of avoidance techniques. This may include verbally expressing an unwillingness to participate.
	Child has introduced his/her own rituals to accompany routines e.g. Having to put toys away in a certain order, will show signs of distress if these do not happen.

	
	Needs significant adult support and individualised curriculum to access learning at limit of physical skills.

Needs significant adult support & individualised curriculum to access learning at stage of learning
	Child interacts with learning environment at sensory level.
Child needs high level of adult support in order to access learning environment


	Large and small group activities are inappropriate for child due to significant social /cognitive delay. 1:1 activities should be offered as a reasonable adjustment.


	To achieve some involvement they have to withdraw from unfamiliar situation if anxiety becomes too high, accompanied with aggressive/unpredictable behaviour.

Even familiar routines cause stress and anxiety.


	Strengths Capacities & Needs

	
	Cognition & Learning
	Physical Development & Health
	Sensory Development

	
	Child is accessing curriculum at an age appropriate level.
	The child has a diagnosed disability or medical condition. The child is able to access the curriculum at an age appropriate level.
	Ability to sensory process is at an age appropriate level.

	
	Child is accessing the majority of the EYFS with minor differentiation.
	A Risk Assessment or Health Care Plan may be in place. All staff within the setting have an awareness of their contents but no intervention is needed e.g. naso-gastric tube.
	

	
	Child is accessing EYFS with differentiation shown in weekly planning for setting.
	The child is able to manage their personal hygiene and self-care in an age appropriate manner. They may need some different equipment e.g. special scissors, sloping board.
	

	
	Child is accessing EYFS with differentiation shown in weekly planning for setting but may need more repetition than peers
	
	

	
	Child needs repetition of differentiated activities within small group. 
	
	

	
	Child is showing a delay of at least 6 months in EYFS Prime Area & differentiated activities with frequent repetition – at least 3 times a week.
	Child may need some assistance with some activities e.g. delayed mobility – use of buggy for outings.
	Adapting the environment to reduce/increase sensory stimuli – to which the child can positively respond.

	
	Child will be showing developmental delay of at least 1 year in EYFS Prime Areas 

 Active learning is accessed in groups of less than 4 with daily repetition.
	Is mobile with support, e.g. use of walking frame. The child may need some assistance with daily care routines e.g. toileting and feeding. May need support to become appropriately situated at activities - e.g. seating.
	Adapting environment, activities, to meet a child’s individual needs by reducing/including sensory stimuli.

	
	Child will be showing developmental delay of at least 18 months in EYFS Prime Areas 

Active learning only accessed in 1:1 or 1:2 daily repetition activities which require individual planning.  

Beginning to actively engage in learning opportunities for 1-2 minutes.
	Not independently mobile and/or balance and strength are reduced. Physical dependence on adult for hygiene, self-care and movement around the environment. Will need manual handling plan. May require specialist equipment e.g. chair, standing frame.
	Will tolerate focussed adult input in reducing/increasing the sensory stimuli.



	
	Child will be showing developmental delay of at least 18 months + in EYFS Prime Areas 

Active learning only accessed in 1:1 or 1:2 daily repetition activities which require individual planning. 


	Constant adult supervision for life threatening or unstable medical conditions, e.g., gastrostomy. This should be in partnership with Specialist Paediatric Nursing Team. Appropriate training from medical specialists is needed
	Severity of sensory needs that require a sensory assessment and/or sensory diet.

Total inability to tolerate environment & curriculum due to sensory needs.


	Communication & Interaction

	
	Communication
	Interaction with peers
	Interaction with Adults

	
	Speech, communication and interaction skills are developing age appropriately.
	Interacts age appropriately and confidently with peers.
	Interacts appropriately and confidently with adults.

	
	Delay of less than 6 months where need can be met through differentiated planning within setting.
	
	Will respond appropriately to familiar adults. Only initiates interaction with key worker.

	
	Delay of up to 6 months but setting need support to help with differentiated planning.
	
	Not consistently responding to adult/key workers attempts to engage them in conversation or activities. Gives limited responses to questions. May need visual s pport.

	
	Differentiation is needed in terms of IEP to aid curriculum access to a specific speech and language programme to be carried out on regular basis.
	Will respond appropriately to other children though not yet initiating interaction, unless supported by an adult . May talk with peers.
	Rarely responds verbally to an adult, does not seek out adult for praise. Shows little interest in adult led/supported activities.

On own agenda, reluctant to respond to adult requests.

	
	Beginning to take turns in conversation with adults.
	Observes peers and shows an interest in their play. Not always responding to peers attempts to engage them in play activities. Occasional verbal responses. Has 1or 2 special friends.
	

	
	Beginning to take turns in conversation with peers with adult support.
	
	

	
	Long term speech or language difficulty which prevents access to large part of the curriculum. IEP’s in place from SALT & Education.
	Play is very much on own agenda and contact with peers is limited. Will become upset and frustrated if other children join in activity or try to use the same resources.
	Responses to adults attempts at interaction are inappropriate (over familiar, on own agenda, negative/aggressive.

	
	Expressive communication is limited to only those familiar with child. Attempts at verbal communication or signing are beginning but language can remain unintelligible.

Receptive language limited to 1-2 key word level out of context.
	Having difficulty forming relationships with peer group as unable to attend at an activity for any length of time. Will ignore others attempts to talk with him/her. Can be aggressive and unpredictable. 
	Lacks awareness of adults. Will tolerate adult intervention or support for very short periods. May occasionally display unpredictable behaviour and may pose some risk to self or others.

	
	
	 Child is very much on own agenda, will tolerate1-2 children near them in play situations. Will display passive or confrontational behaviours towards peers.
	

	
	Expressive and receptive language or signing consistent at 1 Key word level.  Attempts at communication are for signalling basic need only.
	Lacks awareness of peers. Will tolerate peer presence for short periods with adult support. May occasionally display unpredictable behaviour but does not pose significant risk to self or others.
	Total inability to tolerate any social interaction other than meeting own basic needs. No recognition of own or others emotions. Permanently in a high state of anxiety or extreme passivity, may display unpredictable aggressive behaviour that poses significant risk to self or others.

	
	Expressive and receptive language or signing not consistent at 1 key word level.  Is not making attempts to communicate verbally or non-verbally.
	Does not tolerate any social interaction other than meeting own basic needs. No recognition of own or others emotions. Permanently in a high state of anxiety or extreme passivity, may display unpredictable behaviour but does not pose significant risk to self or others.
	


	
Social & Emotional Health

	
	Behaviour
	Anxiety
	Risks to peers, adults and environment 

	
	Behaviour, social and emotional is age appropriate as identified in EYFS.
	Child copes with routines, new events and people with minimal support.
	No risk

	
	Occasional incidents of inappropriate or resistant behaviour but easily managed with consistent management of behaviour.
	
	

	
	As above but continually having to use Behaviour management’s strategies within the setting as outlined in settings behaviour policy.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Concerns about child's behaviour.  The child requires individual help at specific times.  All staff to be familiar with and using an IBP and/or RBK assessment.
	New situations cause anxiety, displayed by repetitive behaviours e.g. arm flapping., or withdrawal. Supported by input at Universal wave.
	Lack awareness of safety but is learning from experiences and setting rules.

	
	Continuing concerns about child’s behaviour despite intervention at level 1. The child’s behaviour is beginning to become disruptive to others/peers, may require individual adult attention.

The child has difficulties that have persisted over time and have not responded to individualised behaviour plan (a risk assessment maybe in place at this time).
	New situations cause high level anxiety which needs adult intervention.
	Communication difficulties result in behaviours which could pose a risk to others

	
	Behaviour is disruptive to others (peers/adults) and requires individual adult attention and/or close monitoring all of the time.
	Child able to manage routines and new events with significant 

preparation and support.

Child withdraws from situations, throws a wobbly 


	

	
	Child is risk to self and others despite risk assessment and individual behaviour plan.

Child is under threat of exclusion/or has been excluded.
	Level of anxiety prevents child from engaging fully in environment. 

Child may completely withdraw, become severely distressed or angry posing risk to self or others
	Unaware of safety issues, single channelled behaviour results in child having no awareness of others or dangers posed by environment (e.g. climbing, opening doors, running or wandering)



Equipment Log

	Setting
	Name of child 

for whom equipment has been funded
	Type of equipment

i.e. chair, training etc.
	Size & additional info
	Is the equipment still appropriate?

Y/N
	Has the equipment been moved with the child? If so, has a  Request for Transfer of Specialist Equipment been submitted?
	If training has been funded, what has the impact been and are you happy to share with other settings?

Y/N

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Request for Transfer of Specialist Equipment

Please complete and email to SpecialistAdvisoryService@Nelincs.gcsx.gov.uk 
	Name and Address of Early Years setting where equipment is currently being used:
	

	Initials of child that equipment was originally purchased for:
	

	Type of equipment that needs to be transferred eg Chair, Standing Frame, Toileting Aid
	

	When does the equipment need to be transferred?
	

	Name and Address of Setting/School that equipment needs to be transferred to:
	

	Name of Occupational Therapist currently supporting the child:
	

	Name and position of person making this request:
	

	Name of person responsible for transfer:
	

	Date:
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